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ExistingExisting  researchresearch  consultedconsulted  consistsconsists  primarilyprimarily of reports of reports
fromfrom::

•• QuebecQuebec English  English SchoolSchool  BoardsBoards Association (QESBA) Association (QESBA)
•• QuebecQuebec  AdvisoryAdvisory  BoardBoard on English  on English EducationEducation (ABEE) (ABEE)
•• MELS MELS statisticsstatistics
•• MELS reports, Services à la communauté anglophoneMELS reports, Services à la communauté anglophone
•• QuebecQuebec  CommunityCommunity Groups Network documents Groups Network documents
•• AnalysisAnalysis of  of censuscensus data ( data (FlochFloch, , JedwabJedwab))



Background on English Background on English EducationEducation in  in QuebecQuebec::
SomeSome Key Points Key Points

 SchoolsSchools are the  are the onlyonly  constitutionallyconstitutionally  protectedprotected
institution institution underunder  communitycommunity management in the management in the
provinceprovince

 In In somesome cases the  cases the onlyonly local public institution local public institution
devoteddevoted to  to providingproviding services to the English- services to the English-speakingspeaking
communitycommunity

 SchoolsSchools  increasinglyincreasingly  perceivedperceived as  as keykey sites in sites in
ensuringensuring  communitycommunity  vitalityvitality (QESBA, 2002) (QESBA, 2002)



GovernanceGovernance of English  of English EducationEducation

 SchoolsSchools and  and schoolschool  boardsboards are  are underunder management of management of
communitycommunity

 GovernanceGovernance  strengthenedstrengthened by  by creationcreation of  of linguisticlinguistic  schoolschool
boardsboards in 1998 in 1998

 SchoolsSchools and  and schoolschool  boardsboards are  are administeredadministered  underunder a a
commoncommon  educationaleducational program and  program and QuebecQuebec’’ss  EducationEducation
ActAct

 AtAt the  the MinistryMinistry  levellevel, English , English schoolingschooling  representedrepresented by an by an
Assistant Assistant DeputyDeputy  MinisterMinister  whowho  consultsconsults an  an AdvisoryAdvisory
BoardBoard on English  on English EducationEducation. . Services à la communautéServices à la communauté
anglophone anglophone overseesoversees English  English educationeducation  sectorsector and and
manages manages fundingfunding  providedprovided  throughthrough the  the Canada-QuebecCanada-Quebec
Agreement for Minority Language Education and SecondAgreement for Minority Language Education and Second
Language InstructionLanguage Instruction



PresentPresent situation and challenges situation and challenges
 in  in QuebecQuebec’’ss English  English schoolschool system system

•• DemographicDemographic  declinedecline

•• OutmigrationOutmigration of anglophones of anglophones

•• StudentsStudents’’  needneed for  for bilingualismbilingualism and  and biliteracybiliteracy

•• IncreasingIncreasing  linguisticlinguistic and cultural  and cultural diversitydiversity in  in studentstudent
populationpopulation

•• UrbanUrban challenges challenges

•• RegionalRegional challenges challenges



DemographicDemographic  declinedecline

•• SchoolSchool population more  population more thanthan  halvedhalved  sincesince the 70s ( the 70s (fromfrom
250,000 in 1971 to 107,750 250,000 in 1971 to 107,750 atat  presentpresent time in public time in public
schoolsschools))

•• SchoolSchool population has  population has stabilizedstabilized but  but couldcould continue to continue to
drop drop –– a major  a major concernconcern



FactorsFactors  underlyingunderlying  declinedecline of English  of English schoolsschools

•• LowLow  birthbirth rate in English  rate in English speakingspeaking population population

•• RestrictedRestricted  accessaccess to English  to English sectorsector (Charte de la langue (Charte de la langue
française). New immigrants and Francophone française). New immigrants and Francophone majoritymajority
do not have do not have accessaccess to English  to English schoolsschools..

•• Cross-over Cross-over phenomenonphenomenon of  of ayants droitayants droit  studentsstudents to to
French French schoolsschools. . RoughlyRoughly 10,000 English  10,000 English mothermother  tonguetongue
studentsstudents are in French  are in French schoolsschools by  by choicechoice, , anotheranother 10,000 10,000
are are therethere  becausebecause of  of legallegal restrictions ( restrictions (BélandBéland, 2006)), 2006))

•• ContinuedContinued  outmigrationoutmigration of Anglophone  of Anglophone familiesfamilies and and
educatededucated  bilingualbilingual  youngyoung  adultsadults ( (FlochFloch, 2005, 2006,, 2005, 2006,
2008). 2008). RetentionRetention rate for anglophones  rate for anglophones isis  atat 50% ( 50% (FlochFloch,,
2006)2006)



Impact of Impact of decliningdeclining population population

•• SchoolSchool  closuresclosures

•• Limited Limited fundingfunding//resourcesresources to  to meetmeet  educationaleducational  needsneeds

•• IncreasedIncreased pressure to  pressure to provideprovide  bilingualismbilingualism and  and biliteracybiliteracy
withinwithin English  English schoolsschools to  to countercounter  crossovercrossover  phenomenonphenomenon
to French to French schoolsschools and  and meetmeet  linguisticlinguistic  needsneeds of  of youthyouth



 ««  In In manymany English  English schoolsschools  todaytoday ( (……) French ) French isis
nownow  consideredconsidered a  a corecore  subjectsubject on a plane  on a plane withwith
English Arts and English Arts and MathematicsMathematics.. » » (ABEE, 1995:8) (ABEE, 1995:8)

 ««  Of all the Of all the factorsfactors  thatthat  differentiatedifferentiate English and English and
French French EducationEducation in  in QuebecQuebec, the , the imperativeimperative for for
biliteracybiliteracy for Anglophone  for Anglophone highhigh  schoolschool  graduatesgraduates
isis the  the mostmost important. Anglophone parents important. Anglophone parents
expectexpect  proficiencyproficiency in  in bothboth  languageslanguages and  and theythey
willwill  demanddemand  itit more and more more and more » » (ABEE, 1995:6) (ABEE, 1995:6)



Anglophone Anglophone crossovercrossover to French  to French schoolsschools and the and the
questquest for  for bilingualismbilingualism and  and biliteracybiliteracy

 French immersion no longer French immersion no longer consideredconsidered  sufficientsufficient by by
Anglophone parents to Anglophone parents to meetmeet  languagelanguage  needsneeds in in
QuebecQuebec’’ss  workworldworkworld ( (LaperrièreLaperrière and  and LamarreLamarre, in, in
preparationpreparation))

 RoughlyRoughly 10,000 Anglophone ayants-droit  10,000 Anglophone ayants-droit studentsstudents
currentlycurrently in French  in French schoolsschools by  by choicechoice  ––  mostlymostly  atat the the
primaryprimary  levellevel ( (McAndrewMcAndrew and Eid, 2003) and Eid, 2003)

 Most of Most of thesethese  studentsstudents  willwill  choosechoose English  English sectorsector  atat
highhigh  schoolschool  levellevel. Question . Question currentlycurrently  raisedraised: : TheseThese
studentsstudents  leaveleave French  French sectorsector  withwith the  the languagelanguage  skillsskills
of grade six of grade six studentsstudents. Is . Is thisthis  enoughenough for  for workworldworkworld??



Francophone Francophone crossovercrossover to English  to English schoolsschools
•• CurrentlyCurrently, a large , a large numbernumber of French  of French mothermother  tonguetongue  studentsstudents in in

English English schoolsschools (right to English  (right to English schoolschool  isis  acquiredacquired  throughthrough a parent a parent
whowho  attendedattended an English  an English languagelanguage  schoolschool).).

•• Over the 1990s, Over the 1990s, enrollmentenrollment of Francophone  of Francophone mothermother  tonguetongue  studentsstudents
increasedincreased by about 35% in English   by about 35% in English  schoolsschools in  in MontrealMontreal, , whilewhile in the in the
regionsregions  itit  increasedincreased by about 115%. As a  by about 115%. As a percentagepercentage  withinwithin English English
schoolsschools, , theirtheir  presencepresence rose  rose fromfrom 15.2% to 27.9%  15.2% to 27.9% betweenbetween 1991 1991
and 2003 (and 2003 (JedwabJedwab, 2004)., 2004).

•• TheseThese  studentsstudents have a  have a differentdifferent set of  set of languagelanguage  needsneeds//complexifingcomplexifing
the provision of the provision of bilingualismbilingualism and  and biliteracybiliteracy in English  in English sectorsector..

•• TheirTheir  presencepresence challenges  challenges traditionaltraditional  rolerole of  of minorityminority  schoolingschooling  -  -
the  reproduction of a the  reproduction of a linguisticlinguistic  communitycommunity. (. (JedwabJedwab, 2004). It , 2004). It alsoalso,,
howeverhowever, has , has helpedhelped  countercounter  declinedecline..



A A veryvery diverse  diverse multilingualmultilingual and  and multiculturalmulticultural
communitycommunity

 A A multiculturalmulticultural  AngloQuebecAngloQuebec//historyhistory of immigration to of immigration to
QuebecQuebec (Norris,1999;  (Norris,1999; FlochFloch, 2005), 2005)

 An important trait of the Anglophone community today isAn important trait of the Anglophone community today is
its high degree of ethnic and religious diversity, withits high degree of ethnic and religious diversity, with
over 30% born outside of Canada and almost 21%over 30% born outside of Canada and almost 21%
declaring that they belong to a visible minority (declaring that they belong to a visible minority (FlochFloch,,
2006).2006).



English English schoolingschooling in  in QuebecQuebec  takestakes place in  place in veryvery
diverse diverse sociolinguisticsociolinguistic, , socioeconomicsocioeconomic, , geographicgeographic

settingssettings

 English English schoolsschools are  are foundfound in a  in a widewide range of  range of realitiesrealities
fromfrom  urbanurban  poorpoor, to , to suburbansuburban middle class on the  middle class on the islandisland
of of MontrealMontreal to  to remoteremote  isolatedisolated  schoolsschools in the  in the LowerLower
NorthNorth Shore. Shore.

 A A numbernumber of  of schoolsschools  withwith  lessless  thanthan 200  200 studentsstudents or  or eveneven
100 100 studentsstudents (QESBA, 2002). (QESBA, 2002).



In In summarysummary: challenges: challenges

 SchoolsSchools in  in urbanurban  corecore of  of MontrealMontreal  dealingdealing  withwith  povertypoverty
and questions of social and questions of social equityequity, , racismracism. The . The numbernumber of of
schoolsschools  consideredconsidered  disadvantageddisadvantaged  remainsremains  lowlow, but has, but has
doubleddoubled in  in recentrecent  yearsyears..

 Small Small schoolsschools face the  face the difficultydifficulty of  of providingproviding  qualityquality
educationeducation services/ services/vocationalvocational training. training.

 VeryVery  complexcomplex  languagelanguage  needsneeds  amongamong the  the studentstudent
population. Expectations population. Expectations thatthat  schoolsschools  willwill  provideprovide
studentsstudents  withwith  bilingualismbilingualism//biliteracybiliteracy..

 ««  No one size, one curriculum, one model No one size, one curriculum, one model willwill fit all fit all……
Issues have to Issues have to bebe  resolvedresolved in  in differentdifferent  waysways for  for differentdifferent
schoolsschools » » QAC for QESBA, 2006. QAC for QESBA, 2006.



RethinkingRethinking English  English schoolsschools  –– an initiative  an initiative alreadyalready
underwayunderway

 CommunityCommunity Learning  Learning CentersCenters  –– a new and  a new and potentiallypotentially
viable solution viable solution launchedlaunched in 2006 in 2006

 CLCsCLCs are to serve as « are to serve as «  hubshubs » » for  for educationeducation and and
communitycommunity  developmentdevelopment in  in theirtheir respective  respective communitiescommunities



Mandate of Mandate of CLCsCLCs
 ContributeContribute to conditions  to conditions necessarynecessary for  for studentstudent  successsuccess

 RespondRespond to the  to the particularparticular culture and  culture and needsneeds of the of the
communitycommunity  theythey serve serve

 ProvideProvide services  services thatthat are accessible to the  are accessible to the broaderbroader
communitycommunity

 DeliverDeliver a range of services  a range of services thatthat are self- are self-supportingsupporting over over
timetime

 IntegrateIntegrate  existingexisting services and  services and resourcesresources

 DevelopDevelop  financialfinancial//resourceresource  partnershipspartnerships

 DemonstrateDemonstrate flexible and  flexible and innovativeinnovative  approachesapproaches to to
service service deliverydelivery



 22 22 CLCsCLCs  currentlycurrently  beingbeing  pilotedpiloted
((threethree  yearyear mandate) in  mandate) in differentdifferent types of settings types of settings
acrossacross  QuebecQuebec ( (therethere are over 300 English  are over 300 English schoolsschools in in
QuebecQuebec))

 WithWith  fundingfunding  fromfrom  Canada-Quebec Agreement forCanada-Quebec Agreement for
Minority Language Education and Second LanguageMinority Language Education and Second Language
InstructionInstruction

 For more information on For more information on CLCsCLCs, , consultconsult
http://www.learnquebec.cahttp://www.learnquebec.ca



WhereWhere to  to fromfrom  herehere??
A shift in A shift in strategiesstrategies??

 ““The path to a vibrant and strengthenedThe path to a vibrant and strengthened
English public school system, and thus, toEnglish public school system, and thus, to
greater English-speaking communitygreater English-speaking community
vitality, will best be set through the activevitality, will best be set through the active
pursuit of new and mutually productivepursuit of new and mutually productive
partnerships with the francophonepartnerships with the francophone
majority community.majority community.”” (QAC to QESBA, (QAC to QESBA,
2006, p.8)2006, p.8)



LookingLooking for a  for a comfortcomfort zone in  zone in QuebecQuebec

 ““  thosethose of us  of us whowho  stayedstayed… … thosethose of us  of us whowho  didndidn’’tt  taketake
the 401.the 401.””

 How to How to feelfeel an  an integralintegral part of  part of QuebecQuebec society? How to society? How to
feelfeel a  a sensesense of  of belongingbelonging and  and commitmentcommitment to  to QuebecQuebec??
(QCGN, 2006)(QCGN, 2006)

 In the In the pastpast, parents , parents hopedhoped  thatthat French  French skillsskills  wouldwould  makemake
thisthis possible. But  possible. But isis  languagelanguage  learninglearning  enoughenough??
((LaperrièreLaperrière and  and LamarreLamarre, in , in preparationpreparation))

 ProposalProposal for  for outreachoutreach to Francophone  to Francophone sectorsector (QAC, (QAC,
2006)2006)

 « This in HOME, « This in HOME, thisthis  isnisn’’tt  likelike ( (……) not passing ) not passing throughthrough,,
thisthis  isis  itit. ». »



A challenge of a A challenge of a differentdifferent sort sort

 ““ The  The mythmyth of  of AngloQuebecAngloQuebec as Wasp - a  as Wasp - a fakefake””
minorityminority..

 OutreachOutreach and new initiatives  and new initiatives partneringpartnering English and English and
French French schoolsschools–– in  in everyoneeveryone’’ss best  best interestsinterests, but a, but a
partnershippartnership  thatthat  requiresrequires  willingnesswillingness  fromfrom  bothboth  schoolschool
sectorssectors..

 Marketing Marketing ourour best  best assetasset: : whatwhat do  do wewe have to to have to to
offeroffer French  French sectorsector  ––  opportunitiesopportunities to  to learnlearn English English
(QAC to QESBA, 2006)(QAC to QESBA, 2006)



ResearchResearch  needsneeds in the  in the nextnext  decadedecade::
OUTMIGRATIONOUTMIGRATION

•• The The languagelanguage  needsneeds of Anglophones to  of Anglophones to remainremain in job in job
marketmarket in  in QuebecQuebec..

 The The languagelanguage  levelslevels of  of highhigh  schoolschool  graduatesgraduates  fromfrom
English English sectorsector

 SystemicSystemic obstacles to  obstacles to obtainingobtaining  employmentemployment in in
QuebecQuebec

 Young Anglophones Young Anglophones whowho  staystay and  and makemake a place for a place for
themselvesthemselves in the province, as  in the province, as wellwell as on  as on thosethose  whowho
leaveleave

 CostCost of  of outmigrationoutmigration to  to QuebecQuebec in  in termsterms of  of lostlost
humanhuman capital capital



ResearchResearch  needsneeds in the  in the nextnext  decadedecade::
ADJUSTMENT TO CHANGEADJUSTMENT TO CHANGE

 How to How to improveimprove  abilityability to  to provideprovide  studentsstudents  withwith
bilingualismbilingualism and  and biliteracybiliteracy  withinwithin English  English sectorsector..
New solutions New solutions thatthat  taketake  intointo  accountaccount the the
diversitydiversity of  of languagelanguage backgrounds of  backgrounds of studentsstudents..

 ««  preparingpreparing  youngyoung people for a  people for a changingchanging,,
bilingualbilingual future  future herehere in  in QuebecQuebec and  and beyondbeyond… »… »
QAC, QAC, OctoberOctober 2006 2006



ResearchResearch  on how English on how English schoolsschools are  are currentlycurrently
exploringexploring  theirtheir  abilityability to  to shareshare  resourcesresources in  in differentdifferent
waysways and  and findfind new solutions to challenges/new new solutions to challenges/new
initiativesinitiatives



•• By By workingworking  withwith  otherother  schoolsschools in the English  in the English sectorsector ( (egeg..
LowerLower  NorthNorth Shore, distance  Shore, distance educationeducation and use of Visio- and use of Visio-
conferencingconferencing network) network)

•• By By pullingpulling in new  in new partnerspartners ( (healthhealth and social services, and social services,
communitycommunity  organizationsorganizations, entrepreneurs, cultural, entrepreneurs, cultural
associations, associations, etcetc))

•• By By openingopening up  up whowho  schoolsschools serve (the  serve (the wholewhole
communitycommunity//lifelonglifelong  learninglearning))

•• By By workingworking  withwith  otherother  schoolsschools in the French  in the French sectorsector..
((SuttonSutton  SchoolSchool, Magdalen , Magdalen IslandsIslands, Chateauguay), Chateauguay)

•• By By doingdoing  manymany of the  of the aboveabove  withinwithin  CommunityCommunity Learning Learning
CentersCenters



WhereWhere to  to fromfrom  herehere? ? ResearchResearch  prioritiespriorities in the in the
nextnext  decadedecade

•• DemographicDemographic  declinedecline of  of schoolschool system system

•• OutmigrationOutmigration of anglophones of anglophones

•• StudentsStudents’’  needneed for  for bilingualismbilingualism and  and biliteracybiliteracy

•• IncreasingIncreasing  linguisticlinguistic and cultural  and cultural diversitydiversity in  in studentstudent
populationpopulation

•• UrbanUrban challenges/ challenges/povertypoverty/race and /race and equityequity issues issues

•• RegionalRegional challenges/ challenges/smallsmall  schoolsschools/provision of services/provision of services

•• The The schoolschool as a major institution in  as a major institution in communitycommunity  vitalityvitality


