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Research network’s main theme

Study of socio-environmental, 
cultural et structural factors which 

affect health disparities among 
Francophones living in minority 
situation :  creation of a national 

research network (RISF)

Funding of $ 750 000 from 2006 to 2011
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Three strategic directions
1) To create an interdisciplinary, interinstitutional 

research infrastructure and network of 
researchers, decision-makers and health care 
providers;

2) To implement the research programme
a. Document, analyze and understand health disparities especially 

in most vulnerable groups such as children and youth as well 
as seniors;

b. Identify best action strategies and interventions designed to 
evaluate these disparities and reduce them ; 

3) To facilitate the knowledge translation et relevant 
application at the community level and inform the 
development of policies.



Network Structure



Initial co- 
applicants

New 
researchers 
(seniors et juniors)

Students Institutions Partners

Allaire Gratien
Angus Doug
Côté Nicole
Hadjistavropoulos 
Thomas
Landry Rodrigue
Langevin René
Lauria-Horner 
Bianca
Mulatris Paulin
Nkongolo-Bakenda 
Jean-Marie
Nyongwa Moses
Racine Louise
Rheault Sylvain
Rivard Léonard
Villalon Lita

De Moissac 
Danièle
Bourque
Paul 
Pakzad Sarah 
Dako Etienne 
Lacaze Thierry
Vaillancourt 
Cathy 
Hien Amélie
Éthier Sophie 
Benoît Monique
Drolet Julie
Tiffault
Marie-Claude
Moreau Denise
Delaquis 
Stéphane

•El Tawil 
Nada
•Christianson 
Kim 
•Aubin Natalie
•Gagnon 
Isabelle 
•Poisson 
Anne
•Capo-Chichi 
Martial 
•Cloutier
•Marie-Nicole
•Alimezelli
Hubert Tote

Université de 
Moncton
Université 
d’Ottawa
Collège Saint- 
Boniface
Université 
Laurentienne
Faculté St-Jean 
et U of Alberta
Acadie- 
Sherbrooke
Institut français 
et Université de 
Regina 
U. de la 
Saskatchewan
Université 
Dalhousie
Thompson 
University

Départements et 
ministères 

gouvernementaux



Research framework



Research programme on the health of 
Francophones living in minority situation 

(selected examples)
Themes
• nutrition and diabetes; 
• Mental health among children, youth and seniors; 
• Health and literacy; 
• Health profiles; 
• Access to health services in French (post-census survey); 
• Immigrant health needs; 
• Effectiveness of in motion/ en mouvement among Francophones in SK, MB et NB; 
• Informal caregivers’ needs;
• Health needs of seniors in long-term care institutions
• Geographical mapping of the distribution of Francophone health professionnels

• Grants
• Submitted: 10
• Funded by the CNFS: 6     by CIHR: 4         by SHRC: 2





Knowledge translation at the community and 
policy levels

• To mobilize intersectoral partners (public health, 
communities, governments, universities) during the 
research team meetings.

• To disseminate the RISF research results: 1 poster on the 
health of francophones; 18 peer-reviewed articles; at least 
40 podium or poster presentations.

• To dialogue with the relevant levels of governments and 
institutions in order to improve data quality and the 
availability and access to data on health and health 
determinants of francophones in minority situation.



Colloque international 
27 au 30 juin 2011

En partenariat avec le CNFS et la SSF, le  REFIPS, l’Agence de Santé 
Publique du Canada, Santé Canada, l’université d’Ottawa, l’institut de 
santé publique du Québec, l’union internationale de Promotion de la 
santé,etc…



Conclusion

• Partnerships between communities, policy 
makers and researchers ensure that research is 
sound, relevant, and responsive.

• Essential ingredients: trust, commitment and 
lateral leadership.

• RISF is an on-going program and the early 
results are promising



Thank you! 

Award of 750 000 $ (2006-2011)
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